TITLE 7. LOCAL GOVERNMENT
CHAPTER 3. ALTERNATIVE FORMS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Part 11. City-County Consolidation -- Option 1

7-3-1101. City-county consolidation authorized. (1) A county and a city or town within the
county may unite to form a single unit of local government under the provisions of this part.

(2) An alternative form of government, including a charter form, for a consolidated unit of
government may be submitted to the voters only by those study commissions that have
cooperated in the formulation of the plan. A majority vote by each of the affected study
commissions is required for the submission of an alternative form of government for a
consolidated unit of local government. The affected study commissions submitting a
consolidated form shall issue a single joint report and proposal.

(3) An alternative form of government for a consolidated unit of local government does not
need to include more than one municipality. A municipality may not be included unless the local
government study commission of that municipality participates in the cooperative study and
unless its study commission by a majority vote approves the proposed alternative plan for the
consolidated government.

(4) This part shall not apply to excluded municipalities, school districts, conservancy districts,
drainage districts, irrigation districts, soil and water conservation districts, or livestock districts.

7-3-1102. Plan of consolidation. (1) Study commissions proposing consolidation shall
prepare, adopt, and submit to the voters a consolidation plan in addition to the alternative form of
government. If the commission proposes a charter, the plan may be included in the charter.

(2) The consolidation plan shall:

(a) provide for adjustment of existing bonded indebtedness and other obligations in a manner
which will provide for a fair and equitable burden of taxation for debt service;

(b) provide for establishment of service areas;

(c) provide for the transfer or other disposition of property and other rights, claims, assets,
and franchises of local governments consolidated under the alternative form;

(d) provide the official name of the consolidated unit of local government;

(e) provide for the transfer, reorganization, abolition, absorption, adjustment of boundaries
(and may provide a method for adjusting the boundaries) of all existing boards, bureaus,
commissions, agencies, special districts, and political subdivisions of the consolidated
governments;

(f) include other provisions which the study commission elects to include and which are
consistent with state law.

(3) The plan may grant the legislative body of the consolidated government the authority to
transfer, reorganize, adjust boundaries, abolish, or absorb, and provide a method for adjusting the
boundaries of such entities with or without referendum requirements.
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7-3-1103. Effect of consolidation. (1) As a political subdivision of the state, such
consolidated unit of local government shall have the status of a county and an incorporated
municipality for all purposes and shall replace and be the successor of the county and any city or
town.

(2) On its effective date, the alternative form of government and consolidation plan operate to.
dissolve all local governments within the area of consolidation in accordance with their
provisions. On the effective date, the separate corporate existence of the county and of each
participating city and/or town shall be consolidated and merged into one local government unit
under the name selected, designated, and adopted as provided in this chapter. The consolidated
local government shall thereupon succeed to, possess, and own all of the property and assets of
every kind and description and shall, except as otherwise provided, become responsible for all of
the obligations and liabilities of the county, cities, and towns so consolidated and merged.

(3) All provisions of law authorizing contributions of any kind, in money or otherwise, from
the state or federal government to counties and cities shall remain in full force with respect to a
consolidated local government.

7-3-1104. General powers of consolidated local governments. A consolidated local
government has and may exercise all powers that are conferred on counties, cities, or towns by
the constitution and laws of the state. Subject to 15-10-420, the consolidated local government
may levy all taxes that counties, cities, and towns are authorized to levy.

7-3-1105. Rules, ordinances, and resolutions of consolidated unit. (1) Within 2 years after
ratification of the consolidation, the governing body of the consolidated unit of local government
shall revise, repeal, or reaffirm all rules, ordinances, and resolutions in force within the
participating county, cities, and towns at the time-of consolidation. Each rule, ordinance, or
resolution in force at the time of consolidation must remain in force within the former
geographic jurisdiction until superseded by action of the new governing body. Ordinances and
resolutions relating to public improvements to be paid for in whole or in part by special
assessments may not be repealed.

(2) (a) A consolidated government may adopt, for the portion of the consolidated government
that was formerly a city or town, a plan to control, remove, and restrict game animals, as defined
in 87-2-101, within the defined boundaries of the city or town limits for public health and safety
purposes. Upon adoption of a plan, the consolidated government shall notify the department of
fish, wildlife, and parks of the plan. If the department of fish, wildlife, and parks approves the
plan or approves the plan with conditions, the consolidated government may implement the plan
as approved or as approved with conditions.

(b) The plan may allow the hunting of game animals and provide restrictions on the feeding
of game animals.
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